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overtures to incorporate several con-
cepts proposed by the Republican side
of the aisle. For example, he com-
mitted to tort reform. He embraced
Senator JOHN MCCAIN’s initiative on
providing low-cost protection for indi-
viduals with preexisting medical condi-
tions. He pledged to work with any se-
rious effort to improve and provide
more affordable, accessible health care
for all Americans. Despite the fact that
the President has incorporated Repub-
lican ideas and proposals into his plan,
the other side still refuses to work
with him. Their plan: Just say, ‘‘no.”

When faced with the largest recession
since World War II, the American peo-
ple didn’t want partisan bickering;
they wanted solutions. With the Recov-
ery Act and other stabilizing measures,
we have enacted those solutions, and
we have seen positive results. Our eco-
nomic recovery efforts are working.
But the Republicans just said, ‘‘no.”

The need for health care reform is
clear. Health insurance premiums over
the past decade have increased three
times greater than incomes, and they
will increase 5 percent more this year.
Millions of Americans with preexisting
medical conditions are finding them-
selves unable to access health care
even if they have health insurance. A
recent survey by the Kaiser Family
Foundation revealed that without re-
form, 8 percent of businesses will drop
health insurance for their employees
altogether. And still, Republicans are
saying, ‘‘no.”

When providing affordable and acces-
sible health care, the American people
will not accept ‘“‘no” for an answer any

longer. They want to hear us say,
ééyes.7>
———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 38
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

————
0 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. TONKO) at 2 p.m.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Have we hardened our hearts, O
Lord?

You have said: ““If today you hear the
voice of the Lord, harden not your
hearts.”

Once the heart is deadened by indif-
ference to Your Word or to the cry of a
neighbor in need, where do we find our-
selves? Alone and cold.

How are we to find happiness? Only
love can melt the hardened heart.
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When the adventure of sensual love
has run its course or unfaithful love
stabs betrayal, the heart may become
paralyzed or broken.

In the stillness, Lord, quiet memory
brings us back to You. Believing we are
born out of love and have searched for
its fulfillment all life long, moments of
true love once found in truth and beau-
ty fall into place. Your grace then
steps through the open cracks and we
come to know by heart:

“I am with you”’—now and forever.
Amen.

———————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from Arizona (Mrs. KIRK-
PATRICK) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE PATRICK MCHENRY,

MEMBER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable PATRICK
MCHENRY, Member of Congress:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, September 28, 2009.
Hon. NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker, House of Representatives, Washington,
DC.

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to notify
you formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, that I
have been served with a subpoena for deposi-
tion testimony issued by the District court
of Caldwell, State of North Carolina in con-
nection with a civil case now pending in the
same court.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I will make the determinations
required by Rule VIII.

Sincerely,
PATRICK T. MCHENRY,
Member of Congress.

————

WE MUST RETURN TO BALANCED
BUDGETS AND PAY DOWN OUR
NATIONAL DEBT

(Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona. Mr.
Speaker, I first want to welcome two
people from my district who are in the
House gallery today, Ken and Teresa
Lamont from Cottonwood, Arizona.

Welcome to the House.

September 29, 2009

The time is now to develop a plan for
the United States to return to balanced
budgets and pay down our national
debt.

Yes, these are difficult decisions to
make. However, the folks in my dis-
trict and across the country are tight-
ening their belts and doing more with
less. It is time for Congress to work
with the Federal Reserve and the
Treasury to develop plans to do the
same before it is too late.

We must take this work seriously
and remain committed. Our country,
our security, and our future depend on
it.

I ask that my colleagues from both
sides of the aisle join me in this effort.

————
DANCING WITH THE CZARS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, we
have 44 czars in America and the dance
card keeps growing. The new czar for
the day is the safe schools czar.

Add that to the Afghanistan-Paki-
stan czar, the AIDS czar, auto recovery
czar, behavioral science czar, bailout
czar, border czar, car czar, climate
change czar, copyright czar, counter-
terrorism czar, cybersecurity czar, di-
versity czar, disinformation czar, two
economic czars, an education czar, en-
ergy czar, food czar, government per-
formance czar, Great Lakes czar,
Gitmo closure czar, health care czar,
info tech czar, intelligence czar, Latin
American czar, Mideast peace czar,
Mideast policy czar, pay czar, regu-
latory czar, religion or God czar,
science czar, stimulus czar, Sudan czar,
TARP czar, technology czar, trade
czar, urban affairs czar, war czar, water
czar, weapons czar. And now we have a
safe schools czar.

Who are these people, and what do
they do? Is this a shadow government?

Since we continue to dance with the
czars, it would be nice to know who
brought us to the dance.

And that’s just the way it is.

——————

HONORING KEITH MORRISON AS
AN ANGEL IN ADOPTION

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Keith Morrison of Fay-
etteville, Arkansas, as an Angel in
Adoption. Keith is very deserving of
this honor and recognition because of
his work and dedication to finding chil-
dren from around the world permanent
families.

Working as an attorney since 1984, he
has represented hundreds of families
throughout the United States both in
domestic and international adoptions.
Morrison also regularly represents pri-
vate adoption agencies. He continues
his work beyond the walls of his office,
helping start church adoption min-
istries and raising funds to support
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